
Th e change in direction of the Greater 
Las Cruces Chamber of Commerce to be-
come a more advocacy-centric organization 
has been chronicled many 
times during 2013. As the 
year has drawn to a close, it 
is important to take a look 
back and review the topics 
that were tackled.

Th e year started with a 
bang as the Chamber saw 
its eff orts come to frui-
tion with the unanimous 
passage of the expanded 
informed consent legis-
lation designed to allow 
Spaceport America to 
compete on an even play-
ing fi eld with other like 
entities around the coun-
try. Virgin Galactic also 
benefi ted from this new 
legislation as their suppliers will not face 
over burdensome liability issues.

In support of White Sands Missile 

Range, the Chamber came out in opposition 
to the proposed route of the SunZia trans-
mission line. Th e Chamber feels that this 

route jeopardizes WSMR’s 
mission and as a result the 
safety of our country and 
the economy of Doña Ana 
County. Original studies 
touted the fi nancial ben-
efi t of this project, show-
ing that more than 30,000 
jobs would be created. Th at 
number has since been re-
duced to around 3,000 – 
the vast majority of which 
are short-term, construc-
tion-related positions. Th is 
is not a gamble that the 
Chamber is willing to take. 

Th e Chamber has 
been in favor of protect-
ing the Organ Mountains 

for many years, but is in opposition to the 
almost 500,000-acre Organ Mountains-
Desert Peaks National Monument proposal, 

citing border security, continued grazing for 
ranchers and water management and fl ood 
control as reasons. Protecting the Organs, in 
a fashion similar to what is in Congressman 
Steve Pearce’s bill, combined with the land 
currently designated as Wilderness Study 
totals almost 300,000 acres. 

Th e Chamber came out in opposition 
to the proposed minimum wage increase, 
instead taking the position that the open 
market should dictate wage rates. Several 
business owners have discussed how such 
an increase would impact their businesses 
– the results range from increasing prices 
on products and services to laying off  work-
ers. Area seniors, who are on fi xed incomes, 
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Looking ahead to 2014
Issues such as the minimum wage, the 
Organ Mountains monument/wilderness 
designation are still out there. In addition, 
the interstate access to Spaceport America 
from the south will require the Chamber’s 
involvement early in the year. 

The Greater Las Cruces Chamber of 
Commerce provides more than 50 events 
and programs each year to promote 
the growth of area businesses and the 
economic success of the region.

For the past 60 years, the Chamber has 
served as the largest and most active 
business advocacy organization in the 
Mesilla Valley. In 2010, the Chamber 
received a four-star accreditation from the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce for best 
practices amongst chambers of commerce.

If you are interested in becoming a 
member of our growing organization, 
contact Vice President of Development 
Troy Tudor at 524-1968 or 
ttudor@lascruces.org.
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New Mexico Spaceport 
Authority (NMSA) Board 
Chairman Rick Holdridge, 
state Sen. Mary Kay Papen 
and NMSA Executive 
Director Christine Anderson 
look on as Gov. Susana 
Martinez signs expanded 
liability legislation for 
Spaceport America April 
2, 2013, at Virgin Galactic’s 
Gateway to Space.

See Advocacy on page 12
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I 
am honored to write my 
fi rst Bottom Line column as 
2014 board chairman for the 

Greater Las Cruces Chamber of 
Commerce.

We are so fortunate to have 
had such positive leadership 
from outgoing Chair Leslie 
Cervantes and those who have 
paved the way before her. Her 
skills across many areas, as well 
as the staff ’s dedication, have 
helped the Chamber to be the 
important infl uence it is today in 
local and regional policymaking. 

As an owner of a small 
business, I understand the 
hurdles we in business must face 
just to keep our doors open. My 
focus will be to continue to advocate for business, help grow our 
community’s economic base and increase the standard of living. 
My great-great grandfather, Jose Lucero, and his brother, Felipe, 
were pioneer sheriff s in Doña Ana County, and before them, their 
family included freighters and businessmen. As it was for them, my 
passion for the betterment of this region goes very deep. Th is is the 
place I have chosen to live, raise my family and grow my business.

2014 will see the renovation of the Chamber’s new home, the 
Armijo House on Lohman Avenue, showing our commitment to 
the preservation of the history of the community. Nester Armijo 
was a prominent businessman in his day, and we think it is fi tting 
to make his home the headquarters of the Greater Las Cruces 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Our commitment to the future is shown in our dedication to 
the mission of White Sands Missile Range, support of Spaceport 
America and close connections with New Mexico State University.

Th e Chamber is made up of businesses large and small, which 
gives us a strong collective voice when faced with issues that may 
harm the long-term economic health of our region. Th e continued 
growth of the Greater Las Cruces Chamber of Commerce is 
testimony to the service and value we provide to our membership. 
I encourage our members to join in the discussion as issues arise, 
and those that are not yet members, to join us as we continue to 
improve our community.

Mike Beckett, Chair of the Board
Greater Las Cruces Chamber of Commerce
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FROM THE CHAIR

Prosperity awaits in 2014

MIKE BECKETT

FROM THE PRESIDENT
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“Business of the Year”

 Chair of the Board Mike Beckett
  COAS Books

 Chair Elect Kelly Duke 
  MountainView Regional Medical 

Center

 Past Chair Leslie Cervantes
  Las Cruces Public Schools

 Treasurer/Secretary Brandy Darden
  Century Bank

 At Large Member Rico Gonzales
  El Paso Electric 

 Membership Services  Matt Rush
 & Events New Mexico Farm & Livestock 

Bureau

 Governmental Affairs Russell Allen  
  Allen Theatres Inc.

 Military Affairs/ Savonne Griffin, chair
 Aerospace FirstLight Federal Credit Union

 Community  Stella Shelley, chair
 Development Shelley Eye Center

 Board Members Dr. Janet Green
  New Mexico State University

  Marci Dickerson
  Dickerson’s Catering

  Phillip Rivera
  Memorial Medical Center

  Richard Haas
  Steve Newby Architects & Associates 

Inc.

  Rick Jackson
  American Document Services

  Rick Nezzer
  Sisbarro Buick/GMC Truck

  Sabrina Martin
  Rehabilitation Hospital of Southern 

New Mexico

 Council of Rick Jackson
 Conquistadores  American Document Services

 Legal Counsel John Darden
  Darden Law Firm 

 Advisers Ben Rawson
  Doña Ana County Commission

  Davin Lopez
  Mesilla Valley Economic 

Development Alliance

  Miguel Silva
  Las Cruces City Council

  Monte Marlin
  White Sands Missile Range

  Stan Rounds
  Las Cruces Public Schools

G
iven the general state of 
our economy, I am still 
looking forward to 2014 

and what it could bring southern 
New Mexico. 

We weathered the storm of 
the recent recession better than 
some places. Th at isn’t to say there 
weren’t people and businesses 
impacted during it, there were. 

Th anks to MVEDA, there 
continues to be activity in Las 
Cruces and the county. It’s great 
to see construction projects under 
way as it is a source of gross 
receipts tax revenue and a sign 
outside businesses see the area as 
an attractive place to locate.

Th ere are two major projects coming on line in 2014: Spaceport 
America and the Union Pacifi c intermodal. Th ose two facilities 
alone represent approximately three-quarters of a billion dollars in 
investment to our region. While that number is hard to grasp, it will 
be the second phases of these projects that will touch the county. 

Th e Spaceport will need support and maintenance services 
once fl ights begin and the impact from a tourism perspective 
should be huge. In the southern part of the county, I would 
expect to see a number of new businesses locate in order to take 
advantage of the Union Pacifi c facility.

Let’s also discuss what the military will bring to Las Cruces 
this year. Th e Navy is returning to the Las Cruces Airport for its 
training exercise after a one-year hiatus. Th at program not only 
supports the hotel/restaurant industry, but many other businesses 
as the duration of their visit extends for multiple months. 

In addition, this spring’s Network Integration Evaluation at 
White Sands Missile Range has been beefed up by almost 2,000 
additional contractors including a foreign contingent that has 
never been a part of this testing exercise.

We feel that these opportunities are real and that our area 
must be poised to take advantage of them, enough so that we are 
realigning our Small & Minority Business Council to fi nd ways to 
support these initiatives. Look for more information on this topic 
in the fi rst quarter of the year. 

 
Bill Allen, President/CEO

Greater Las Cruces Chamber of Commerce
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The chamber is working to ensure the 
Mesilla Valley is a pro-jobs environment 
and will help identify pro-jobs elected 

offi cials who are assisting in that goal. Each 
month, this page will contain the chamber’s 
pro-jobs scorecard for elected offi cials with 
voting information on ordinances at the city 

and county level.

Pro-jobs scorecard for City of Las Cruces & Doña Ana County elected offi cials
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City of Las Cruces Impact Fees (park) N Y N Y N Y - - - - - -
City of Las Cruces Impact Fees (rescind roads, drainage) Y Y Y Y Y Y - - - - - -
Resolution for Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument Y Y Y Y Y Y - Y - N - N
City of Las Cruces Impact Fees (public safety) Y N NA Y Y Y - - - - - -
Resolution for Expanded Informed Consent Legislation Y Y Y Y Y Y - - - - - -
CLC/DAC Support Annual Funding for MVEDA Y Y Y Y Y Y - Y - Y - Y
Doña Ana County Noise Ordinance - - - - - - - Y - Y - Y
City of Las Cruces Security Alarm Ordinance Y NA Y Y Y Y - - - - - -
City of Las Cruces Minimum Wage Increase Resolution N N Y Y Y Y -

Y: Yea vote, N: Nay vote, NA: Abstained from vote or not present, -: Vote not held
Note: All future ordinances and resolutions will be reviewed by an independent economist to determine the impact on jobs in the community.

ObamaCare includes so many taxes that 

it’s hard to keep track, but one of the worst 

took eff ect Wednesday, Jan. 1. Th is beaut is 

a levy on health insurance premiums that 

targets the small business and individual 

markets. 

At $8 billion in 2014 and $101 billion 

over the next decade, the insurance tax is 

larger than ObamaCare’s taxes on medical 

devices and prescription drugs combined. 

Th e Internal Revenue Service classifi es the 

tax as a “fee” but it functions like an excise 

tax on premiums. Th e IRS collects an annu-

al fl at amount specifi ed by the Aff ordable 

Care Act to be allocated among the insur-

ers according to market share. 

Wall Street Journal editorial page editor 

Paul Gigot discusses a new health-care tax 

on premiums that starts on Jan. 1.

But not all markets: IRS regulations 

published in November 2013 excluded “any 

entity that is a self-insured employer to 

the extent that such employer self-insures 

its employees’ health risks.” Since about 

four of fi ve employers with more than 500 

workers and most union-

negotiated health plans 

are self-insured, they are 

spared from the tax. So 

is insurance on behalf of 

“government entities,” 

such as original Medicare 

(but not privately run 

Medicare Advantage).

Th is political selectiv-

ity means the most gold-

plated public, private and 

labor plans are exempt 

and the tax burden falls 

on the saps who work 

for small businesses, the self-employed and 

individuals – i.e., the people who can least 

aff ord it.

Th e White House tells business that 

the tab will be picked up by deep-pocketed 

insurers, which is good for a laugh. Th e 

Congressional Budget Offi  ce reports the 

tax will be “largely passed through to con-

sumers in the form of higher premiums” 

and “would ultimately raise insurance 

premiums by a corre-

sponding amount.” Th e 

Joint Tax Committee and 

private economists, such 

as former CBO Director 

Doug Holtz-Eakin, say 

the tax will boost insur-

ance costs about 2 to 2.5 

percent. Th e consultant 

Oliver Wyman estimates 

the take will rise to as 

much as $500 per cov-

ered worker by decade’s 

end.

Wasn’t the Aff ordable Care Act sup-

posed to be about expanding coverage in 

part by lowering premiums, not slapping on 

more overhead? By this liberal logic, taxing 

cigarettes should create more smokers. 

Oh, and to salt the wound, this “fee” is 

not deductible for corporate income tax 

purposes. In other words, health plans pay 

the tax and then federal and state taxes on 

the taxed amount. Holtz-Eakin estimates 

this unusual taxes-on-taxes rule means that 

the eff ect on premiums is 54 percent larger 

than the dollar amount of the tax itself. 

Th e research arm of the National 

Federation of Independent Business cal-

culates that the higher insurance costs will 

shrink hiring by 146,000 to 262,000 jobs 

over the next decade, with 59 percent of 

those losses hitting small business. Th ey’ll 

also be further encouraged to dump cover-

age and send their workers to the mercies 

of the ObamaCare exchanges. Th e latter 

was probably a main liberal purpose from 

the start.

Louisiana Republican Charles Boustany 

and Utah Democrat Jim Matheson’s repeal 

bill already has 229 cosponsors, or a House 

majority, including some dozen Democrats. 

Th e White House naturally promises a 

veto.

Th is article previously ran in the Dec. 29, 2013, 
edition of the Wall Street Journal.

A large new tax on small business
The latest ObamaCare levy takes effect Jan. 1
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